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’his regret at the action of the company and advised the men
to reconstitute their medical committee which already
- existed and had been consulted by the company with regard
to Dr. GRANT’S appointment but not with regard to his dis-
missal. A medical committee of nine members was accord-

ingly elected and the following resolution was passed, a copy
being at the same time sent to the company’s secretary :- c

The medical committee, unanimously elected at a mass meeting of l
the employes of the Slate Quarry Company on July 15th, 1902, having a
learned with deep regret and surprise that the petition signed by over
400 names and the resolution of the employes in favour of Dr. Grant 
has been ignored by the directors and that they still insist in terminat- 1
ing his agreement, do hereby reserve to ourselves the right of appoint- 
ing our own medical officer, and hereby give notice, on behalf of the 1
employes, that we will allow no deductions to be made from our wages
on behalf of any doctor not appointed by us. I

1
This brings the legal aspect of the case into prominence. 
The directors who, we are ready to believe, have acted in 
complete good faith but upon faulty information have no 

doubt, had the law on their side up to now ; but everyone 
knows what changes of feature objects and occurrences may
undergo according to the light that is thrown on them.

The possibility of a fresh complication is suggested by
the fact that Dr. GRANT is described in the Medical Directory
as being not only medical officer to the slate quarry but

also Poor-law medical officer of the locality. Dr. GRANT’S

agreement with the company contained the usual proviso
that after quitting its service he should not practi-e in

the neighbourhood, but Dr. GRANT is now a public officer
bound to practise in the neighbourhood in discharge
of his official duties. Will Dr. GRANT be able to

reconcile his obligations to the slate company with his

obligations to the poor of the parish ? The point is

one that he will soon have to decide, and for our part
we think that if the parish council wishes him to continue
in office as its Poor-law medical officer he will be morally
right in continuing the discharge of his duties as such.

There is another aspect of the case which the com-

munity should not lose sight of, and which should be

brought at once, if it has not been already, before

the directors of the slate company. If Dr. GRANT

goes in such circumstances as those which we have

narrated his successor will be hard to come by. It

will be our duty to warn medical men against accept-
ing the appointment of medical officer to the ballachulish

slate quarries until Dr. GRANT’S dismissal is explained,
 and as long as the quarries have no medical officer the

district will have no Poor-law medical officer. Of course, if

Dr. GRANT has forfeited his right to his position the directors
are bound to discharge him, but every opportunity should
be given him of answering all accusations, otherwise

the position of medical officer to the quarries is clearly one
that cannot be held with safety by any medical man. For
no young medical man should ever take a post where it

might be open to a small clique to bring charges against him
in such a way as to put the stigma of dismissal on him

without his even being heard in his own defence.

NEW SEWAGE WORKS.-On July 24th the new
sewage works for the city of Wells, Somerset, were formally
opened by the mayor. The septic tank system has been
adopted The works are situated about one and a half miles
from the town and the estimated cost is about f:5000.

Annotations.
" Ne quid nimis."

THE KING’S HEALTH.

WE are glad to be able to report that the King’s health
continues to be completely satisfactory. In every way he
has made. and is making, good progress. In convalescence
after acute illness necessitating a serious surgical operation
some unforeseen accident may always occur. But the King
has the best safeguards against any such unfortunate event in
the unremitting attention of his medical attendants and in
his own virtues as a brave and docile patient. In view of

presentiments and rumours that were rife in London at the
beginning of the week, and which though quite vague seem to
have produced a strong impression in many quarters, we
take this opportunity of stating that there need be no appre-
hension as to His Majesty’s ability to go through the

Coronation ceremony on the appointed date.

LORD KITCHENER’S DESPATCH.

THE publication on July 29th last of Lord Kitchener’s

despatch on the South African war may be regarded as the
last and concluding one of the series. The campaign has
been very remarkable in many ways and it has been con-
ducted under so many new and such exceptional conditions
as to be unique in the annals of military warfare. If South

Africa has been the birthplace of many reputations it has
also been the graveyard of some that had been already made.
Such are, however, and must always continue to be, the
fortunes of war. As Lord Kitchener takes care to point out,
it may be tha’, notwithstanding all his circumspection,
the names of some may be omitted from his despatch
who have rendered equal, or even better, service than those
who have been mentioned. As regards the medical depart-
ment it would be difficult to estimate the comprehensive,
responsible, and laborious nature of its task. Taken

as a whole and compared with other branches of the

service, can anyone deny that its work has been admirably
done and that the officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps,
those of the Colonial corps, the civil surgeons, and, indeed,
all who participated in the care of the sick and wounded
throughout this long and arduous campaign, are not well

deserving of national gratitude and reward? This is not,
however, the time, nor is there really any need, to vindicate
the conduct of the medical services or to point out that the
medical officers in South Africa were not, and could not

justly be held to be, responsible for the occurrence of diseases
arising out of conditions in which they found themselves
placed and over which they had no sort of control. Surgeon-
General Sir W. D. Wilson, IVI.B., K.C.M.G.-as our readers
are aware-has throughout the war, as the principal medical
officer, borne a great weight of responsibility. By his wise,
patient, and very able administration he has well earned
all the respect and esteem in which he is held ; and he

: was thoroughly well served and aided in his work by
. Surgeon-General W. H McNamara, M.D, C.B., C.M.G.
. 

But it is only a special jury, as it were, of the medical
, 

profession that can appreciate the quality of such services
as these ; it is, unfortunately, beyond the scope and province
of any general officer, however eminent, to do so in a way
adequate to the occasion. We heartily congratulate all

of those whose names have appeared in Lord Kitchener’s- 

despatch, extracts from which will be found in another
T column of THE LANCET. 

___

EGYPTIAN MEDICAL CONGRESS.

s B THE following gentlemen have consented to join thecommittee in England on behalf of the Egyptian Medical


